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is he upholds Religion. Religioncan neither rplan 
- norſuſtaine itſelfe alone, and what ſapport ſocver 

it have from ec Prince, 'or the laws of a Nation, 
the Prieſt is as the ſoule of that power; all circum- 

ſtance and CO” _ r cir if _ wei. 

and it is our conſenr 10 y Calling,that | 
us from the fi rats bf owne imaginations. 

Though man of himſclf be Religious,to mak men 
conſpire in one Religion, they muſt have ſome 
thing fingular $ holetof Thoug ht bee 
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". 65) 
f the ould; incheiceimes,; (in pretence atleaſt) 
ae fc higarme td cxpefted ons; his arme of Di- 
_ enitic; andvurs;of munificepce z-thar the riches, and 
braverics of this world , whereupon men fergregteſt + 
; beit-dodvine; and.notonlythe 
—_ allot ſig afh ond . FEW 


Gods appointment needs ode WAIC 
O_o SS = Re = 
fery:ſperions:: bur empug Qt, #ers/alem, and the 
iichevqfthe: ſeveraltorders-of.the Prieſts thetegt CX+ 


pR_ COONEY the Pcople rom 
ChiiRianitic, acrmuch 95.5; Re all other 


; Ts, s foronghrta wcokooy) c2n-but.expet the 
| - In planting of the Goſpali(inder) ſand 
beret Lina :inſignes and wonders, hee powred 
or his Spmnt;-an accommoedaree it with a kindly 
yl; the madificent afſections wh MED, whereby iris 
worinein femeandigſory> «1 i ar; 
*«Byvthoughir was firſdprop nagnted by ſuch ſedulity | 
ery Spirit,,' arid God Net himſalfe therein, as - 
uch as ever; thonghiChtiſt hath promiſed ihe Holy, 
ne cherebptop erv&co./hen{elfa Church > Ypan, 
th;unothe whride endi;.weEngw want tlie 
adproofof Gods preſence,ythe Primicive times Ty 
+ conceive he laokes.not ſtill to be tempted to 
whcks ane romp. 42 404 N $ mal cones 
uf creſt ath-gotten, theſe. 
ad woiklly nana br pag eh plauſibleneſle of E 
(4 - > 
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te9/;an Hierarchiefor uſe; and ſhew, -andanHierar- 

chic tor durance,'asfirme asfawescould make it; ag 

con(cions; thatit the Clergie be ſothis lajd,-thatrthe 
ys 


people may-lookerhrough.and round about it 
{done foll-Anaidenteropr; and Religionbe exploded: 
Thys Chriſtianitic grew upon the world, mankine- 
betame throughly religious, and rhe Tempter was 
well nigh&iſcouraged 1nhis bufineſle. 'Thigwasthe 
flouriſhing ſte of Chrifts Qhurchvon. earth; which 
wecanonly hopeto have amended in Heaven: , And 
wg hor thanked, our Church of England had 
her re 3 WG i 7 « & | | Lis 7 A; 
-. Nor-was this meerely matrer'ol State, but a Reli. 
gious Policie. The ancicnt ſtiſeof Grants and-Chaww 
rers, for theſe mnarters, was Damwins Deo poſtroef- 
ferimgs & dicamus , we givethem unto God. And-un- 
derthe Law, God as he inſtitutedithem , tooke*theny 
 to-hinfelfe, Forgifrs and oblations he ſaich, 7hes ſhalt 
givithemme, Bxid/ 22: 30.' For Churches aqd Ora - 
tories, My Houſe, Mar. 21.13. For Tythes; Wills mas - 
#06 God 7 Malarh. 3.9. For Lands, Te ſball offer u#id 
the Lord an holy portion; Ezek. 4 5.19 Forthcir perſons 
afid'Honours,' Touch vor mine Annoimed,nor doe my. Pro 
. phats no harme,.Pſal.zo5; 15. And the:ſame Law, 
Saint Paul prefſcrh undevthe Goſpell, 1 Cor: 9.1 3,14; 
1; Tims, 17; 18. Though we have ſomedifferencein 
the manner of Worſhip,Sacrifice-and ſeverall Cere- 
moniesbcing aboliſhed 'rhere is the ſame ſubſtance 
for Guides in Gods worſhip, which is-the Reaſon of - 
the Law ,- as:the Prophet 1ſaiab., iv the name of the 
Lordforetold , 4ſa/ab 66.21 And I will take of them 
for Pritits and for Levites; faith rhe Lords Pricts hee 
ſakh, not mecrely Eaymen, nor-mcercly "—_— ”— 
: " eV 
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£$ * (7), 
ſeverall degrees, Priefts and Levites. This is 4'ptinci- 
pl ranch of that. honouring God with vi Sub. 

, which xenjoyned, Prov. 3. 9. what werdlicyc 
' || the poere with, is not ſo much our Almes,astheir ex- 
; eines asnecefſitic-exads it, itquickly periſhcth, 
| | eddepaFien, arcofarorolating fublance: Bo 
, fides, the ctervall Treaſures welay up for our ſelves, 
+ | weptovide for the perpetuiticof Religion unto after 
| | Ages ofmen, and may beſaidtohonour God not on- 
| 


in our ſelves; hut in all wee gaine to honour hing. 
#''Butfor the Hicrarchie, becauſe that is moſt flick 
ar. ' Firſt, wee muſt cogceive order and decencylong 
Irons many Hes; ud the Goſpel had + lips 
was many -Ages; and the Goſpell had 2 large 
rs = 1g rf urn were reclaimed to Chi 
ſtianitie. And though wee have na ſpeciall rule 
{from Chriſt himſelfe , for thoſe:rounds of @rder, 
bur che Original! of our Church® Governmear , 
(through choſe Miſts of times; bee' {Earce percepti- 
ble'; If weerrace Epiſcopacy backwards ( howe- 
#er the favours of the World came iaby degrees ) 
wee ſhall reſolve itupen the Apoſtles Age, and 
finde the like preſumptions in Reaſon for 'our Pricſt- 
hood, as for our Sabboth. As the mtegniicench 
of the Jewiſh Church was commanded by God 
himſelfes” the ſame Providence, though in a ſecrer 
wey, would ſeeme ro have introduced our Church 
> [Diſcipline Our Saviour came rather te-plane Pi. 
f [| ric, than Governmene ; that as abſolutely neceſ- 
* | fary.heprovided'for,' and-left. Government forthe 
[| vorkeof time, anda Teftimony of his Docrines 
 jApprobation, 
$4 B _ Thovngh 


LM 
 "Thoughhecondemn'd the Ambirionof honouris 

his Diſciples, more than to.glorifie- God thereby, 20d 
make them more bcneficent and ſerviceable yntos- 
thergs govermuchere' friend to order and 6. 
VErament , hec ſtood dr Geſer 5 and: bee: food for 
God, and:would how the Scribes aod! Phariſees 


thamlelyes, in Chaire , . As hink 
ie ai PE es ether 


healow- 
of a Maxima and a <Minjwnynanogt dis Die 
ples, pas, forhegawal hncumiags' che toferve and 
reſt. Atbisd _— 
Ting to lay —_———— which the they 
could gat beare., butt Ghoſt 
| them houldabide wirh them, atd leade' Ye 
aVtmrhb: And ftoondly, being tocheir remembrance 
whatſoever be hadtold thom. What themany things 


our meant, be, isJifficult. 3; 
ming one Wriorconoere. might _ - _— 
tle, they wouldreed a'Remembrenecr ber 


But Politia Eccleſoeſtica, this point: of Dilti. 
—_ for Church government, {kemes atruch.as thet 
uptaught ; 2 hot ſuch a maine thing, andrequiy 
ing time to make the World _ of .t, inethinks 
we ſhould hold a xeverendeſtceme of what wee-finds 
{oſcthked; whether by the Apoftles, or their ſuccef- 
{ors The Holy Ghaſt was ſufficient warrant for the 
Apoflles,and che abiding of the Holy 0pm. ni 
atcgard to their Succeſſars, and; heraints-pe 
vx lenech! is to bereferred, Math. 38. 20. Ld, uw 
a5 prone even 10the end of the World. Popiſhos- 
agancies asthey ie the like neeofſitie;, var 
antiquitic, have not th 
_ Humulitic garfiiſhed 


_ 
bad 


ke pleawirh govern 
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(9) 
cxcolous hutalitie, which our Saviour himſeifepre: 
| pe pvp oaitte nana ar firſt for the: 

planti ing of the Goſpeltof hamilitie. It was reverend 


pa Che, and unlike to provoke the jeaboufie of 

REF 2- honour Tomes kindely eft of it: IE, and fhews. 
wt glozious when it is rather fornd thab 

crit 1s Gods Owne promiſe, thar he tharhu 


hr. 


him({clfe ſhould be cxal:cd. Iris the honour of Chrj- 
ſuanitie, that it could deferve honour white ir di 
its As rhe. people would have raken our: Savieur,and: 
made bim King, 'tis like. they faftenedfavours 
tis followers. And miracles ccafing, the legal a(ftr- 
2g of ſome .Churth difcipline was in reaſon wor- 
rs yo favion... It czhfor bee doabred, bur-chi 
altles the Partiarchs. or: Griridfarhers, of 
ke Church. The number of twelve was not with- 
2 Myſtcrie, and the pteciit ſupply of that num. 
oe: in the EleRion of Ad 4 prece- 
inthem, abovethe Sevenc _ Agthey. 
hegort ſonsto God., they adopted cet hbourers 
mtotheir MiciRterie,ſuch( no-doubt) ay obſerved their. 
Fathers while they lived, and ſo farre.approved of 
the benefir of that order they found under them, that- 
maintain'd it after their diſfoktions. As the - 
twelve were call'd firſt, the Evangclifts make ſpeciall 
mention of their names, and their famjlics,. as whom 
they dughtto honour, They were- more converſant 
with Chriſt, and more inſtructed by him, andconti-- 
nued with him untothe end; And after his Reſurre-+ 
Qion baapply<d himſelfe clpecially torhem. Then 
hee renewed their Commiſſion with a $/cut mifit me - 
Pater, to boote, which may extend to Juriſdiaion 
M Ordinationz Ordination of the Clergie, and _ 
B 2. ri=- 
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wi, (10) 
rt{di&Qion over the whole Churchz and to enable 
them for ſuch ſervice, he made good his promiſc of 
the Holy Ghoſt , andgave them power of binding 
andloofing fins. _ Saint P«wl I am ſureaflumed this 
Authority to-himſelfe , hee counted himſelfe a Max 
ſter-builder , whoſe office is to order the worke, 
and command inferiour Workmen : hee exerciſed a 
Legiſlative power; hee excommunicated ( for in- 
ſtance ) the Inceſtuous Perſon, and againe reſtored 
him; as may bee ſcene in his Epiſtles, which all a- 

' -bound with Canons and Conſtitutions Eccleſiafti. 
call. "This power of ordering Church affaires, 

hee further pages to. Timothy, and Titus ; as 
appeares inthe and direRions tethem. And fo 

(for it would be tedious to name particulars) it would 

{ceme to have beene derived to our times, Whe- 

ther our forme of Church Gaveramene came from | 

e's. an- the light of nature the Iewiſhpatterne ( for rea» 
vom Anal ſOnextolsit, and *thereis a correſpondence between 
the Jewiſh and the Chriſtian Hierarchic, ) or froma 
ſpeciall Illumination and motion of the Spirit of God; 

- (whichtbe farmer times exceld in)itis as needleſle,as 

hard tediſtinguiſh , perhaps all concur'd, however 

Sec Arahbi- Chriſt we ſce, Apr. 1-20. * approves of ſuch wow 
mags 0- and honours them with the Title of Starres, and'An- 
"fo gcls (as Diabolicall as ſome would make them )- and 
See Maſors * Calvinand Luther themſelves could not butapprove 
«ie ofthis Government, and (;waveingthe name) came 
»aSneereuntoan Epiſcopall forme as the.tniquitie of 

their times would admir. Though we determine nor, 
whether Iare Divino, or humans; It will ſuffice vs E- 


i 


piſcopacy. is rightly conſtituted, 


ſe 


\... Such affiduity and open violence of the Spirir, 


( 11:) | 
-'- Te were to. be wiſhed indeed ourDoarine bad ſtill 
the ſame Primitive Teſtimony,and our Miniery that ,, FF... 
viſible Afiſtance of Diviflity, rhe firſt times of the riyeaſſitice- 
Churchicnjoyed 5 which a Simen Meagw: could prize ri: ts bes 
above riches; -which ſhewed:men nearer favourites Spies” 
with God, thanriches make them with Kings ; which 

might: confound, and ſtop the mouthesof all-gaine- 

ſayers, andallmen be wholly convinced and compel 
&d/to:obedience. Burt we canno more <xpetrheſe 

now ,' than they at firſt could challenge our Privi- 


though: neceſſary for. times otherwife-antjcipatcd ,- 
where Chriſtianity hath once advanced'its/ banners. | 
and engaged the world, would renderourFaith not ' 
worth God ha' mercy. _ . | | "1 

That humble temper and exemplary lowlinefle of | 
Spirit, could our Church afluredly bee furniſhed with 
it, hath a winning grace, and bravery gbove State. 
Heathens have ſeene irs b-auty, and beene enamour'd 
onir. But its chiefeſt efficacy i with minds already 
pious, which (God :knowes) is the ſmalleſt part of 
mankinde, and ſuch Oraaments being at nocertainty, 
ns not in Church-men, ſuch ſupplements as may 
bee had,. for eſtabliſhing Religion, are tobceallow- 
cd it. | /- 
It: was our Saviours owne Precept to his Diſciples; ' 
Be wiſe 4s Serpents, but innocent as Doves, Chriſtianity 
-and Policy, the wiſedomeof Serpents,and the inno- 
cence of Doves, may ſtand together, and while wee 
arcibut-as ſheepe amongſt wolves, . iris but neceſlary 
they ſhould The-lcaders that are upon ſuch hard 
{ervice, had need have the. beſt, proviſion, andthe 

| B 3 beſt. 


(12) 
beſt order, that may bce, the beft topeeſervethem- 
ſclves, and advance the Church. Forreigne plants 
we know arc choyce, anerequire a ſpeciall care, and 
Chriſtianity being ſuch..a ſupernatbrall flem , will 
_ need; and being ſo Noble,willl deſerve ans beſt folte> 
_rimgs #4 "IS, 4 FY 6 
When God ſends Angels Embaſſ:dors to met hee 
_ chem.in humane ſhapes, the berrerro comply with 
uman ature: But when men are co a Gods pant, they 
bad need pn: on alkthe Divinity that miy be. Riches 
and honours are not oppoſitero humility, but make 
more conſpicuous. Though a Divine ſhew more (a- 
cred withour. either ſtaffe,, or ſctip, a#hee that hath 
wholly caſt off this world,for his hopes ih atiother; a 
knap-facke and fword now is.thought no luggage, 
whilſt weare men, and moſt part fleſh and bloud, the 
Eltcmenrs weconfift of would find ſame: likely tim ri- 
ment, and: the ſupports of this, life, notwholly bee 
| negieQed:. Jewas afad, butſage confiderationof the 
Poet, IRE | 
Lows virturens avpletFitur ip ſome, 
Premia: fi rolled ?----. « : 
We would haveaELearnedand Religious Clergic, 
otherwiſe wee have ſmall hopes they ſhould make e- 
' thers ſuch, bur we ſhall hardly find learning or Picty 
flouriſh without rhefe encouragements, To paile by 
the improbuy of Poverty, which.is far above that of 
Pas Ems the hight ofthe foute, for 
x {cle be defirable, men ficare not thitherward,utlefſe 
their other defires be otherwiſe fatisficd, or learning. 
 cme_the meancs.tofatisfic them. Or how gy 
ver 


ſoeyEr they may bee. i Fa $42 tomakethemteach, 
. ton yet have fomefimcher:incencive..© Orthongh 
 narures might fo farreexalt their mindes, cxpo- 
Parents, while it is in cr; will bewa- 
ry how they dedicaeandbreed afonto #ftudious 
ceggery.. 'We muſtexpet 'withacurſc, of - 
the loweſt of the people, or the haltand the maimed 
out of greater families, f Divinity and the ſervice of 
God pope like the Law, pra ack” Or 
One ewenty foure companies. mi- 
ractes,of infallibility, and Prophefiing ceaſe, and ex- 
wee the Spirit of. ſelfc- denyall as freſh as ever 
hed ra givers have. becene wont to confider 
men, £# os ns, DN 
ME IT reward, andpuniſhment. and hb 
this laſt thrifty Age diſcovered a new way, ro put 
. thele accounts u coaghe winhies odath Oronly to 
be kberalt in her puniſhments Thoſethateravailets 
Reme,' or lerefalem, wharſarisfaQtionfſocvet they pro- 
miſc themſclves'; ar\ their Jaurnics:end,:aregltd to 
turne in ſometimes by the way, and iefrcſh themſelves 
in ather Cities, atd mezner Innes ; and by ſuch dif 
creet Rayes; haftentheir courſe. 
Such a Journey have weotorhat heavenly Ganeey, 
(a Journey T account it, not-an anzious Pilgrimage.) 
th mu reſt we Yromiſcourſclves there, beabove 
all t afts of the way, and thoſe. eſpecially-that 
poke why xers, havetheaſfurance to ſhine like Starres 
inthe Firmament; rofupportfraile nature, and keepe , 
a fenife of - what wee expe, the hoſpitality of this 
world is intended vs. Thonghour deyotian lye for 
Heaven, Riches, Honours, and pleaſures, Wlcheglo. 
AIG SRGSY ſo wee 


A 104) 
.make this world but as the City-we pafſethrough;not 


Inhabitz and theſe braveries but asvyands tdrefreſh; . 


-not ſuggage to hinder our journey. This worldis an 
honeſt Inre, theinordinare AﬀeRions, and dotage of 
the gueſts, makeabrorhel}of ir. Cauld our guides 
ſuſtaine chemſelves-with' the hopes of the world to 
come;-itmuſtneeds port mettle anto us. Who would 


not more cheerefully 'foffow. ſuch Leaders 2 and - 


could our Law-givers be exemplary herein, it might 
excite our guites. Bur they being of:che ſame'mold 
with:us, why ſhould'we expe ir? why ſhould wee 
ftomacke'them the repaſt we allow our ſclves ?. and 
looke that they ſhould forfeiceall for us ? It argues 
difproportioned mindes, to affe {uch.difpraportion,. 
We muſt not{taadon what we would bave, but-what 
isjuſt, andequall. * . mo 5B 6 fl 


 Siacethen Religion is ſuch aground of happineſſe; - 


and riches and honors, now ſuch-maine:propsof Re- 
Igion; juſtly hach Sacriſedge,or thediminution here- 
of, beene: ever aecountcd rhe higheſt, the boldeſt and 
the damnableſt fin in the world: /- 'Supplanc Religion, 
and we d:ffolveall the rycs betwixt God and men; we 
weigh anchor, andfallro Sea again, the Sea of yulgar 
paſhons:'Other miſchiefcs have their limits,they ture 
bur one or other, andthereisanend. But this trikes 
at-Zoodnes it (clfe, it ſets the world beſides its hinges, 
& {weeps ourpeace from off theearth.God:the Ring, 
and all of us, arethereby damritfied.' He hath a heart 
. Of Tron, a ſalvage, and Cyclopike breaſt;-that canin-; 
vade Heaven and rob God, that can pull dowae the. 
Prerogative of the King, ahd his Crowne too, and 
ſpoyle mafikjnd of their ſafery.. Heathehs chemlelves 


Have alwayes had more reverenceto things ecard 
, uhto 


nn a #{ ac co o2@«@«+«< oo u_ 


ne ou &©@ Hl of be oo We =o 


lar) 


ther Corneryes, . though, much 
ineuſpiciougs and the wrongs daneto a falke Deiep, 
cue. Qne,.. Hiſtories. ab0und wicheluch ,raogume 
= it was. long. erechiscrome-waskoowneln Che 
oe | | 


Yer nom, hough we loveorto peak pine 
aff rs 


butthe Religian of 0- 
VIS. VEIUC LL LACED 


Church riches, there are faureTolours niledga for Sacri 
Revenge, conſcience, copyenicnce, and covetgulaetles tif 


which together, anda part, threaten hayocke. ..__ 


Fiſt, (for our. angry. Paſſions uſu fly 


tumvlruary courſts):; men cry. out uponthegn 
the Biſhops, that. they have ſcveralltime 


the liberty. of the State ;. and. now.they haverhemin 
their power, they. will reot our them. Rowethetruth is, . 


| #mrethe place of the Imperiall ſeate,bathgiven ground 


jor ſuch realoning. Wheagt cajoyed all thebappineſle- 
this life is capable of,.it grew exorbirant,.. Thar ſtate. 
which ſeem'd above forreigne caſualty, .laboured with - 
ts owne happineſle, . and from its height (whichis the. 


courſe of worldy.things) found way.to cbbgagaine. 
The Biſhops there taq conſciqus of cheir own + =D 


nefle,. and the influence they had upon the State, nor 
content wirhtheir Primacy, abuſed Religion into Poli. © 
ci; and caſting off all moderation, the Pope devoured : 


the Bmperour. . Thus the Heall of:the Church degene- 


L] 


rated into a monſter, and drew the whole world after - 

him, . In reacbing at Temporall Sovereignty, he broke - 
Spell waity; and the wound got the obduration 

to becoBe.incurable; hee difdaining once tg cometo.. 

= bare a5 adelinquent, having power ta his wicked-=. 
©. 0 | 


the 
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6. Vaineth 


lead iptbeſe 
{olepce of- 
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+ Tdtfend ridt Rowe; porſhall Fexcule our owne late 
Biſhops. A Gr Goren IG which 
ought tobe dearennto us nextour Faith. Bue their ma- 


tice; Wharſ(@yer we conceiveit, hathi notbeene ſo'con- 
ragiohs, Thope, a5 t0 


poliitteall chey couched, ſo thar 
piſcapacic/theothce it ſelfe,cannor again be-ballow- 
ed:Though Biſhops veabuſed their gowet to opprel. 
fion.(oppreſſion, which is the proper ſin of Power) this 


(Q: 


. - world is noſtateof perteRion, other men will doe as 


_-,”] much; cheabuſc 6f chidgs muſt not take away theit-uſe. 
5 By that Rule we ſhall neicherthave Magiſtrate,norpeo- 


wu 


ple,in that alſhave finned. To'decry an Office,an office 
{a$hKhbecnſh-wen) rightly inftitured, for ſome men 
init; isanAtfor mad'mcn; not for Legiſlacors ; wiſe 
mencanietþeirrearneſt. It werea courſe todeale with 
an enemy, when'we have him in.our Power, ro make 
ſure work. But God andourſelyes are herein intereſt. 


Offices are-Gods, though men areinthem, and-God || 


carcheth nobadvaticages ageinſt us. Laſtly,our revenge 
will light upenour own pates, we ſhallpultout our own 


eyes,and'dath out our own brains. We {hill ſoone find 


2nd ruethe lofſe of fuch order. If we feareche Tyran- 
nic of: Biſhops themſclives, we conſider not we have a 
Graciovs King,and ſhil have Parliaments to do Juſtice, 
If we feare their drawing towards Rowe, we forgctour 
Pramunire.-If we feare their ſerting up the King,their 
will be moffe feare of more aQive Inſtruments. Some- 
rhing muſt be left to God, and thegaodnes of Princes. 

Secondly, ſome from our Saviours words, Mar.23.8 


: Butt be not yee called Rabbi, &rc.damne all ſuperintenden- 


cie in'men inholy orders, as unlawfulland Aggichrifti- 
zn. Bat all the world may ſec, itisthePMriſaicall 


*yain-glotious Aﬀearionto be magnified of men; ver. 


5-6, not the Authority, or thetitle and preheminence 
to 


_— Wa MO" 2m ener, 


( 7): \ | 


_ to, God-ward, is hers forbidden, , Agd otherwiſe, the 
Precept (being\,given.to. the people and tho Diſciples, 
v.13.) willſerve to pull downtemporall Lords, -apd the 

 Presbyterians tqo as well as Biſhops-+/Noris there any 


reaſon the rule,ves avtews-nen fc, when Kj5)aid betwine 
the Princes of the Gew1i/e;, and the Diſciples alone, 


 Ch.'20.:37. (as here.betwixe che. Phaxilces'angithe 


multitude) ſhould carry a harder, inteapteration.. | - 
Though the Diſgiples onchyhappe ed tg bepreſent, 


when morher Zebeae. gave theoccalion of the wards, 
they were. men by nature, however Diſciples by cal- 


ling; and when we extend prohibitionsro tham-beyond 


their perſons, they uſually repreſent oor-MiniGers aloge 
but Ml Chriſtians ans w i 


LOCYGS - VICOAA moreut., 


. ſcewly in: men, but tus asunlawfulinall Chriftt- 


xzs; But againſt the power and auchority'of, Divines in 


- Temporall affaires, they further prefie the praQticeof 


the Apoſtles AFs 6.3. and Reaſon from thence, -Thae 
it is too much for Diyinesto be knowing men in-buſiges 
of cſtare, and to underſtand the Rules and Lawes ot go- 
vernment., Bur firſt, the proviſion for the poore, about 
which the queſtion is; was [aid at the Apoftles keete,th 
be diſtributed by.them, 4s 4-35-.. Secondly,though 
the Apoſtles thought not meet to leave the word of God 
wherewiththe world, as yet was not acquainted. to waic 
on Tables,which was below their miniſtery g; It ſhewes 
their underſtanding, and authority,in that they gave or. 
der for fit Stewards and Overſeers. Thirdly,theſe men 
make Diyines men of too narrow capacities, and ſex 
Gods I'S and wans at too great diſtance, If States- 
men have ſqulesto bee ſaycd,whereunto the Miniſtery 
may contnibuce, If the heathen Orarour muſt be ſoen ig 
all the arts, and nooks of learningthe Chriſtian DeRor 
had necd bee bard np field of inowledye hos the Gola 

2 c 


( ”m 
' he is to look to,js thrice more worth than thegoods of 
Fortune. Our Brethren of Scorlend and allit ſcems are 
out, whotaketheir Chyrch-men along intheir wei "F 
vation and thiir Sermons here In England th 

be tm of ſome-thing pure preaching 


che Goſpel). | 
TheClergi are men, menof liberal education.they 
wadethrdug ﬀIBSIETEY come ardivinity,wher- 
by (methinks)they ſhould be capable of human affaircs 
with other men. And Divinity can bee no binderance. 
Perhaps they arc better ſcene in Ecclefiaſticall _— 
and therefore may atrogate them as their peculiar, but 
For us to exchide our Councells, asan abjeR 
aeration, who hitverhe ſhare in Gods promiſe 
of affitance, and give the beſt Authoritynoxeſolurions, 
Pong. inthe Name of God, ar i bore | 
| trom prod polc policy or Religion. - -hood a> 
ming rel nn hers affaires, 
and in matters mecrely of orderand ben vontbeogea 
no way Typicall, 1ewes (as hath beene ſaid) may bee 
Prefidents for Chriſtiars.,” The Apoſtles perhaps at 
ft exerciſed. none other Acttiority but-the Spiri- 
tuall power of cxcomiunication, to withhold rhe 
Ordinances, and forbid Communion which delin- 
-quents, and left further US WER EST Magi- 
ftrate, - But when Princes received the Goſpell, they 
required the Miniſters thereof with a ſhare rge their 
power, and magnified their authority with penn of 
theſe Miniſters. 

Gn it had been finne inthem at feſt a&rohave 

_ OE NET? bur for usto tdeveſtic, 1smore 

out 


Their Voyces in Parliament, &c, may ſeeme mat- 
tersof ſmall moment, for thepublike prace. _ 
ides 


young beginners, by reading mo Scriptures, Apo- - 


(9) 


| Gdesthedifhonour to Religion, they are of dangerous 


conſequence, for the ſame reaſon. that'thall invalid 
them,may as well oycrthrow the whole Fabrick of the 
Church, And.ir is to be feared it is fome mensaime - 
to effect rhat by degrees, which at once they find not 


. fealable. _ The Prelate ſpoke not by tote, who ſaid 


they would fetve them as High-way men doe honeſt 


Travellers, firſtg:g, and. bind, then riflechem. 


 Thirdly,they pretend a convenience in pulling down 
Order an Gorevatene inthe Church, Ie wy inIm- 
propriations, and ſerup preaching. Preaching in deede 


and labouring in the Word have high Attributes in 


Scripture, as of introducing grace, and working faich, 
&s. and the Goſpellar frlt being committed tothebo. 
ſomes of men,the only way then of propagating thereof 
was Scrmor-wiſe,by a kinde of Preaching, Chriſt thus 
raughtthe people, and inſtituted his Diſciplesto this 
Arnunciation. Burt their preaching was not the ſame in 
uſe with us,theirshad itsAythoritiefrom the Spirit,they = 
ſfpake by , which wee borrow from their wri 

ny way of publiſhing and promoting the Goſpell, is - 
RO EINS ſenſe, as well as our cxpo- 
fition of Scripture , the word®ve1aZeis involves them 


-a, nor canthe forctaid Attributes, be appropriated to 


that which we call preaching. Saint Paul labourcd in 
the Goſpell, before there was'a Goſpcll written, hee 
laboured by word and writing, by conſtituting Ca. - 
nons,and in ſeeing them obſerv*d:and now not only ex. 
temporary Expolitions , bur all cff:Quall meanes for 
the Propagiten ofthe Tenor thereof; is the Ordinance 
of God,* and no doubt his free Spirit accordingly con» 
ferreth grace and faith by them : Whether they. bee 
Do@rinall, by word, and writing, by catcchiſmets. 


chrys 


= ny ” 
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chryphall, Bookes, divine Homilics, or. other profita-) 
ble diſcourſes.:. or after ipſtitutioa heal by en.. 
ating and eſtabliſhing good lawes , as Kings and Em- 


. perours. (we know) being converted, by their Edicts, 
'naninſtant, more advanced the Goſpell ; thanpri- 


vate Preachers with many Sermong'in many. ages , 
though otherwiſe they had extraordinary afliſtance of = 
the Spirir. The Goſpeltmay and muſt be; preach'd in 
every Court, that is, Chriſts law muſt be thexe preſer- 
ved; and. though' that bee nor. the proper Place (for 
reaching, Here may happen. to hee as effectuall Ser. 


- mons, for the promotion of the Goſpell, from.the. 


Bench, as from the Pulpit, where men of power meet 
and draw things to a poiot,there, there is p regclung PO. 
werfull. Thus ſome particular Biſhops ; Gy had the 
Oportunitic to doe. more good, than all the Cler. 
gic in their Dioceſſe againe. Neither in words a-. 
Jone, but in workes of pictic, and buſinefle of State, 
Chrift may be advanced, Lay-men may, but Miniſters 
moreeſpecially muſt, thus Evangelize. Our preachi 

and praQtifing, and writing, and Government, are 

ewires of that Mother preaching in-Scripture : T.er 
preaching be the eldeſt and the faireſt fiſter, their dow- 
ries and their vertues may be alike, we muſt not ſet too 
great 2 price on one, to diſparage the reſt ; or becauſe 
preaching was firſt of all,reduce Chriſtianity toits prin- 
ciples,and hold there. This were,as if becauſe Writing 
was before Printing,andthen had high clogies amongſt 
the ancients, we ſhould renounce the benefit of Prin- 
ting, to hold to Writing only, or prefer it before Prin« 


- ting. This is the grand impoſture and illuſion of the 


Age.Preaching is cryed up,nought but Preaching, God 
knawes a ſorry kind of Preacding, when noblerhelpes 
thould ſhare. Its to bce feared they would ſervethe 

| Ctergy 
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inend their vices, *till- they: let gae their morſells - 


whiere wee hearc knowledge is confined, wee cannor: 


thinke liberras'Prophetendi, ſhall have its ſcope. As.in 
Reaſon we excell beaſts: Elocution, whereby we readi- 
lyeſt conveigh our conccit to others, exalts usamongſt; 
men. Sermons may be moſt- appolite te the maladies 
of the hearers; and belt fit for their affeRions, they: 
moſtreadily catch, and tranſport furtheſt. The Prea-- 
cher, like a $Kkillfdll Phyfition, can- varic his recipeacs 
cording to the exigence of the patient: hee cancaſt his 
difeourſe into what mould or forme he plcaſc: he can 
infinuate,and creepe upon particulars, how ever prepoſ. 
teſs'd*, andas accafion {erves, invade or ſurp:iſe- the 
AﬀeRions: he cangive foodcolrealthy,and phyſickto 
difeaſed minds. And cheyery act of Preaching, the 
countenance and geſture, adde lifeco words , and have 
a ſingular energie over bare veading ; for thus they 
make all they deliver new, as it were, and their ownez 
when the other way- it ſcemes but flat, and borrowed, 
they ſer forth Chriſt and his DoQrine with more 
pe unto our ſoules: and in preſſing Scripture make 
it ike bruiſed Spices; more raviſhing. ' Yet its/long 
of us, and our corrupt .affetions', if Sermons car- 
ry itz weare more for ſauce than meate, moretickled 
with the momentany dreſfle, and rcliſh of the: worke- 
man, than the meare which endureth. As diſeaſes 
are commonly alike in different men, the ſame reme- 
dies were wee atteneive ' might ſerve our ſeverall 
foulcs , as doe our. bodies. God no doubt. was 
both able and willing to preſcribe Catbolike Re- 
medies- , for all ' our Maladies' in his Word : 


and Men uſually more ſufficiently exprefſe them- 


ſelves by- writing , -than by ..word of mouth, 
TIO | 5 Upon. - 
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Clergie, as theFox in the fabledid the Crow, .com-! 


er ee RE EI 


(22) 
upon deliberation, than on the ſuddaine z.nay, extemr 
porary diſcoues, ſhepyr aQtions , are ſubjeRt rocx- = 
travagancy,and oft times derogate tramthe Majeſtic of 
Scripture, and theevidence of the Spyrittherein : So 
that Government, and good Jawes, had necd.to order 
all z and the Scripcurcisthat all mult bce ordexed by. 
Iris bare Text alone that gives the minde repole , and 
grounds bclicfe.. As weconfine not qur ſelves only tg 
«t formes of define, to ſtint the Spirit; Ir is good 
we ſhould have ſome things ſet and fixt to ſtint bunzane 
exravagancics : leſt Religion become mcercly.mat- 
ter of Phanſy, and the Church be conve) ted into a Ba- 
bel. It were ingratitude againſt the Spirit, to ſlighrſuch 
ounds as he hath laid us z and preſumption Kill whol- 
F, to relye on him # but the middle way, to hold ſome 
rhing cerrajne, and attend his further motions is ſafe. 
Preaching, and practice, and writing , andgavern- 


ment, arc alluſefull inthe Church towards others, yet 

where wee have butthe Goſpell it ſcHfe read, none of 

them is abſolutely neccffarie to ſalvation. '- But if wee 

mult comparc them, though they are beſt together,go-. 

vernment tous now, is no teſfe rap 3 than that 
clfe 


which we call preaching. Itextcnds it to alarger- 
forme, and it is that muſt kecpe preaching and all in or- 

der. Preaching may bee more neceflary for the plan- 

ting of a Church, but government, as it is more nqble, 

is more neccffary where a Churchis planted. The 

Church of Chriſt is never fo ſerled, but ir is militant 

here opearth, and had necd of the beſt marſhalling ia 

rankeandfyle: The cnemy will fiade a gap, or where 
to make one, if there bee not ſome Genegrall to over- 
lopke, ſome Commander to ride the round, and ſee 

the watch ſer, one that for place, and power, need not 
feare the face of man. Uolefle we diſlike our Reli . On, 


E (3) oh 
thereis noreaſon we ſhould find fault with onrGovern- 
'ment, If Religion bavenot much of the image of ju- 
ſtice in-it, a ſword ſometimes todetermine us, aſweil as 
a ballance to weigh truth, ker ballance will be deſpiſed. 
As | have no faith in charmes,' I am not wholly for 
preaching, that barc talking way, without the Spirit, is 
not like government, to ſettle men inan habituate courſe 
of pietic. It rather puzzels the belicfe, than aQuates 
eur obedience. But with degrecs of promotion, indu- 
fry and fearning, and fopreaching i (clfe, mult neceſ. 
farily fall. And the more ordinate Church Govern- 
ment, and the more concentrate to unitie it is, it agreeth 
better with Monarchy, and holds better harmony with 
its head, 'which1s Chriſt. Inthe office of a Biſhop, an - 
Archbiſhop, or a Patriarch, as ſtrange as it may ſound, 
Calvin himſelfe could ſee no hurtywhile they were ſub- 


je& unto. Chrift,an Emperour,and agenerall Councell, !*#-4-4 4- 


And how far the like were not againe to be endeavou- 
red, were a diſquitifion becoming ſtates trulyChriſtiay, 
for by this means,as the promiſe of Chriſt tothe Cler- 
giefhould have its regard, ſtates might enjoy the deli- 
berarioas of the whole Church,though they retaine the 
liberty of admitting or rej<Ring their Counſels. I is 
ſecneinallcſtates, Naz communiter poſcidenter commu- 
viter negligumtar, the very dividing ts the deſtruction of 
power; what can an ordinary man dof%or who will care 
for ſhewing himſclfeincommorions, when the danger 
ſhail be his owne, and many muſt ſhare inthe hogour? 
Let not men flatter themſelves too much in their pro» 
je& of ing the uſe of riches without taking them 
fromthe Church , though rhings perhaps may be bet- 
ter carried both amongſt Biſhops, and downe tothe in- 
- ferjour Clergic, there may be rapine in honours aſwell 
asin riches, If we take them from God and Religion , 


D though 
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though we cannot convert them to our-ſecular uſes: Tf 
there belefſe ofprivateadvantage, there may be more 
of malic. in it ; butthere may be of advantage, in pul- 
ling downe others, to get ins their places. Abſalon him- 
ſelfe had other pretenccs, when in his heart he faid, & 
that 1 were made judge inthe Land. ' Burt it concernes 
them that but alter chings conſecrate, to be ſureir beto 
the better; for the ſcandall of innovation goes further 
than the thing reformed. Mntato Sacerdotionutatur etians 
& Lex,ſaiththe Apoſtle, and the diſhonauring of the 
Prieſthood will cxpoſe it rocontempt,and in the end,its 
to be feared, provethe bane of Religion. Icondemne 
not Chu:che, which have not, or cannot arrive at our 
bappinefle, for chereis great odds, inter Eccleſiam con. 
ftituendam, & conftitutam. Pietic is the principall, and 
as we condemne no Church that holds bur thatwawm 
nerefſorinn of Pietie, fo mcethinkes none ſhould con. 
demneus for aſſerting of Pietie, by ſo regular govern-- 
ment. But it is fittee they aſpirero qur ſtare, thanthink 
of reducing us totheir condition: with us that of Peter” 
to LAnanias myſt rake place, LAH. 5. 4. While it re-" 
mained was it not thine owne? but now thou haſt de. 
ceived not men but God. | is a fearcfull ſeatence of 
God to Sam, uponthe 1ſraclites , Sam. 8.7, Hearken 
auto the woice of the People ---- for they have uot reje- 
Hed thee , but they have rejetfed mie, that 1 ſbonld 
reigns over them, If Nemo- poteſt mutare conceſſuns 
in alterias prejudicium , ſhall wee without licence 
. from God , rake away what was truly: given him 2 
This breach how (mall ſoever atapartwillogena gap 
toallche Churches patrimony : And chough nt bee but 
matter of Dilcipline we calke of; I pray God ſuch dil-. 
honour co the diſcipline, entrenchnot ſoone uponthe- 
DoRtine it (elf, and bring that in queſtion, Though: 
our: 
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- pay | 
_ our" 'heighbours "of Scotland" andthe: Lo Cannes, 
thought he emnlation of adverſaries, as yer keepe up- 
' right; with theirforme of government" Whenin cold 
bloud we ſhall feele the incoilveniences tvenof there- 
formed diſcipline;asthty\callitzhad conſider wiv much 
wehavebeen out; pray God weeoie ggt ro begin a- 
'« gainat Rome, Or Paleſtine,ox Puleſtiie,as now it is, ſo and 
the way tous: For who ſhall atiimigte Princes for Reli- 
gion, whenthe Prieſt ſl keepat diſtarice's. This que-' 
ſtion-in"Exglaid will wot dangrons cunſcquancein 
Chriſtendome. ; | 
Lafſtly, fuch prophane oNeS as ſpoyle for th boo- | 
ty ,- how -cver they pleaſe cherpſelves in their: its 
wilt one day-finde a curſe goealongwiththeir 
which like ©2ohins hankc] pers 4 Sith ruinet 
ſelves,and their families. Theyf forten their confidence 
; in aprovidence, and'that comfort intheir brethrenan1 
their own breaſts, whichſhould be theit lifeandſtayyin 
timeof trouble. They uſually dye forlornevFf God, and 
men, miſerable;diſconſolate, and deteſted: and yethave 
moreto anſwer for inthe world to come, + 


The Church of Eaglaad (God bethanked) yetre- The Com 


raines the face of a Church. How'ever:for riches and 
honours, ſhe comesſhort of her ſclfe in formerrtimes, 
the comes behind few Churches in On We- 
havetythesandoblations, Biſhops and governours,ticti 
' Colledges and Cathedrals, large oelviledgns &.cndow- | 
ments ; {ach as might make mea that like not our Do- 
Qriney-fall in love with our diſcipline jand in admiring 
theſeglories, adore the Divinity that provok'd them. 
She is like the Vine of God inthte Bo. Pſalm. 0o let not- 
the wild Bore out of the Forreſt, breake_downe her branches, 
zer the little Foxes devoure her grapes. TE we have neither 
fo much Picty nor Policy as to contribute tothepropa-- 
D a. gation: 
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us/not ſo; fiye from Rane, asto fall othe mouth of 
Hell, ani16h Codpambch ths Renilgdn >otrl 


